Evaluation of the 3rd partner meeting in Barcelona, EU-Project MOBYS

May 18th to 22nd 2005; AWO Germany

We arrived bringing best mood and finding good weather conditions in Barcelona. We were all very keen on the first meeting with our partners.

The hotel in Sant Andeu, “NH La Maquinista”, was situated 20 kilometres east of Barcelona. The city was at some 30 minutes by metro and walking.

We enjoyed the Mediterranean hospitality with typical Catalan food as “flan” and “cafe solo”, the wine and the staying together in the Orfilia Restaurant in Sant Andreu. Beside the welcome given by Montse Ros we felt Kristina to be very open to communication. She made conversation easier and helped to create a cordial atmosphere. Having eaten very well we started off with the whole group – late but happy – reaching the city by metro for the first work meeting.

Having solved the technical problems, we received information by means of a PowerPoint presentation about an institution called “Brafa”. They work with disadvantaged children and young people as well as a growing number of immigrants coming from the North African regions, integrating them into sports offers. “Brafa” concentrates mainly on athletic sports, soccer, basket ball, indoor soccer, and kayaking. The participants are aged from 3 to 20 years.

Two official interpreters supported the presentation in front of the plenum. There were various translations from English into Polish, English – Italian, from Spanish into German and English, so that eventually there was a certain loss of clarity. Some questions remained unsolved, e.g. we did not understand the connection between the organisations “Brafa” and “Probens”. At the end everybody was pretty stressed. It was a pity, that we could not get a practical impression of the real offers, the activities taking place principally at weekends.

The end of the day brought a real high light: we all had dinner at a Pakistani restaurant called “Flor de Maig”, being offered a delicious variety of dishes! We enjoyed the hospitality of Probens, having the possibility to get to know each other better and to laugh together.

Unfortunately the evening came to an abrupt end, since our last metro left at midnight. We would really have enjoyed staying.

The following day started with a traffic problem, the metro didn´t work! Finally and with some delay we managed to reach the Centre Civic Fort Pienc near the Arc de Triomf situated in the north of Barcelona. No problem, others were still missing! The last ones having arrived we had a presentation round of all participants with double translation (Spanish – English, English – German). We came to know Lamin Cham, who did a good job as interpreter. We spoke about organisational details, cleared questions about the questioner and harmonised the final report.

One of the results was a sports meeting held by the polish partner from May 18th to 21st 2006 in their country, also involving learners (various team sports as volley ball, soccer,...). In the month of September of this year the partners will meet in Czechia to participate in an active sporting event (canoeing, cycling).

The end of the day was filled with various cultural activities as visiting the Ramblas, the port, the Güell park, the cathedral of the Sagrada Familia and doing some shopping. Last but not least we enjoyed some local culinarian treats: tapas & cava, as well as a fire animation. After a long night at warm temperatures, the day after we all felt somehow slowed down!

We met again from 10 a.m. to 1 p.m. in order to evaluate the meeting in small groups and to document it on blackboards. This was a very refreshing change of working style referring to the last days plenum. Concerning the workflow of contents we would have preferred (we could have imagined) more team work, and a more concrete daily structuring with topics as enrichment. Finally we shot some group pictures at the sunny place in front of the Civic Fort Pienc.

Resuming we appreciated specially the city of Barcelona, it´s culture, the collaborators of MOBYS and the friendly atmosphere. So we had the opportunity to improve our mutual knowledge in conversations and collective undertakings beside the working frame and to exchange international experiences. We felt very well!!
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